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Motivational question 

What time is it? 

What expressions do you know to tell 
the time?  

 

Figure 1!



Summary 

Find out different ways in which you can express the 
time or ask about it. This is an A1 level competence, 
according to the Common European Framework of 
R e f e r e n c e  f o r  l a n g u a g e s  (
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/linguistic/source/framework_en.pdf page 24).!
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How to ask for the time 
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* What time is it? * What’s the time? 



How to express the time 
vocabulary 

Figure 2!



How to ask for and tell  
the time 

Figure 5!

What time is it?      Or   What’s the time? 

Figure 6!
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How to ask for and tell  
the time 

What time is it?      Or   What’s the time? 



Figure 9!

We use o’clock with the full hour:  

How to ask for and tell  
the time 



Figure 10!

We use past to say the time after the full 
hour, until 30 minutes past the hour:  

How to ask for and tell  
the time 



Figure 11!

We use half past when it is exactly thirty 
minutes past the hour:  

How to ask for and tell  
the time 



Figure 12!

We use to to say the time to or before the 
hour, from 31 until 59 minutes:  

How to ask for and tell  
the time 



Figure 13!

We use “quarter past” and “quarter to” to say 15 
minutes after the hour and/ or 15  minutes before the hour:  

How to ask for and tell  
the time 



Figure 14!

When speaking about the different times of 
the day we often use:  

How to ask for and tell  
the time 



Figure 15!

You can also tell the time in general like in 
this way:  

How to ask for and tell  
the time 



Conclusion 

When you want to ask for the time, you can 
use: 

 What time is it? Or What’s the time? 

When you want to express the time, the 
vocabulary you can use includes: 

O’clock, past, half past, to, quarter past, 
quarter to   
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